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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions. 
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  __Rowell-Chandler Building______________________________________ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ___N/A________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: __2100 Tulare Street___________________________________________ 
City or town: _Fresno___________ State: __California________ County: __Fresno_______  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1______   _____________  buildings 
 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
______1______   ______________  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: business 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 WORK IN PROGRESS 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 LATE VICTORIAN: Renaissance, Second Renaissance Revival 
 LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _brick, terra cotta, tin, stucco_______________ 

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Rowell-Chandler Building is a rectangular-plan, six-story building with full basement 
located in the heart of Fresno's downtown. The 150 x 75 foot parcel is on the southeast corner of 
Tulare Street and Van Ness Avenue, across from the Fresno County Courthouse and its 
surrounding park. Due to Fresno’s 1873 parent grid, which runs parallel to the diagonal Southern 
Pacific/Union Pacific railroad corridor, the building has a northwest-southwest axis. The three-
part vertical block building was designed for the Rowell-Chandler Company by architect Edward 
T. Foulkes in a Classical Revival style, with Second Renaissance Revival detailing.1 It was 
completed in 1913 and was Fresno's first steel-frame, high-rise office building,2 at a time when 
Fresno's earliest Victorian skyline was giving way to the neoclassicism emanating from urban 
centers across the United States. The two principal elevations along Tulare Street and Van Ness 
                         
1 See, generally, John J. G. Blumenson, Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms, 1600-1945 
(Nashville: American Association for State and Local History, 1977); Dictionary of Architecture and Construction, ed. by Cyril 
M. Harris, third ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2000); John Fleming, Hugh Honour, and Nickolas Pevsner, A Dictionary of 
Architecture, second ed. (New York: Penguin Books, Ltd., 1977); and Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide 
to American Commercial Architecture, updated ed. (Walnut Creek, California: AltaMira Press, 2000). 
2 This claim is made in numerous Fresno historical resources, most recently in Paula Lloyd’s article, “Rowell Building finished in 
1913” The Fresno Bee, January 2, 2012. 
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Avenue both have a tripartite composition of tan brick, terra cotta ornamentation, and tin 
entablature at the cornice, with each section separated by a decorative belt course. Window 
treatments include straight-headed sash windows on the second through fifth floors, and arched 
and pedimented openings on the sixth or attic story. The side elevations that abut the Liberty 
Theater (immediately adjacent on the Van Ness side) and a back alley are unadorned reinforced 
concrete with stucco cladding. The building's integrity to its 1913 to 1956 period of significance 
is high, other than changes over the years to the ground/retail floor. Since a 2002 tenant 
improvement project, the ground floor has had green marble tile along the base of the wall, and 
aluminum storefront windows shaded by canvas awnings, with glass block panels above. 
Characteristic of early twentieth century office buildings, the basement extends under the 
sidewalk on the Tulare frontage and glass block vault lights are inserted into the sidewalk 
pavement to provide subterranean illumination. The building is vacant and has been gutted due 
to lead and asbestos. It is being restored and renovated to LEED Platinum standards. The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties are being rigorously 
applied to the exterior renovation, which includes cleaning of the wall surfaces; replacement of 
windows in a like style, with dual-pane, energy-efficient 1/1 wood- clad sash; and restoration of 
original features to the ground floor, as evidenced from early historic photographs. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description 
 
The Rowell-Chandler Building was completed in 1913 and was Fresno's first steel frame and 
reinforced concrete high-rise building. Stylistically, the building reflects the transition from the 
more ornate Second Renaissance Revival to the somewhat more understated classicism that 
became popular at the turn of the twentieth century. 
 
The six-story office building is divided into three zones, with each delineated from the other by 
changes in the brick cladding pattern, window treatments, and a decorative belt course. The 
ground floor has been altered numerous times over the past 100 years to reflect changes in 
function.3 The first tenant was the Louis Einstein & Company department store,4 followed by 
various furniture and office uses. The early wood-framed storefront windows had leaded glass 
transoms and appear from an old photo to have been inset and possibly cantilevered, with 
freestanding support piers out front of the windows. Over the years, the walls and glass have 
been pushed out to be flush and engaged with these piers. The ground floor design is usually 
obscured in early images by metal awnings which protruded over the sidewalk to protect 
pedestrians from Fresno’s fierce summer heat. 
 
The tenant improvement in 2002 included a cladding of green marble tile on the lower walls and 
a series of fixed aluminum windows spaced among the brick-clad piers. The windows were 
shaded by green canvas awnings. Glass block panels were inserted above the awnings, and above 
these a cement belt course was added to cover holes made where the metal awnings were 

                         
3 Physical details of the building and its renovations were obtained from the personal knowledge of Scott Vincent, AIA, 
consulting architect (historic preservation) for the Rowell-Chandler Building, and from the personal inspections of Karana 
Hattersley-Drayton. 
4 “Rowell Building is Inspected by Public,” The Fresno Morning Republican, May 6, 1913. 
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attached. The main entrance is centrally located on the Tulare Street elevation and has been 
updated with inset aluminum storefront doors and a surround of pre-cast stone. An inset panel 
above the door includes the building’s abbreviated name, “Rowell Building,” address, and dates 
of 1912 when the original building project was initiated, and 2002 to commemorate the 
restoration. 
 
The second to fifth floors are similar in design and composition, although the Tulare Street 
elevation is thirteen bays and the Van Ness Avenue façade a mere six. Unlike other downtown 
buildings from the late 1910s and early 1920s, the surface of each elevation is enframed. Thus 
each elevation terminates in a broad band of brick laid horizontally at the corners, in contrast to 
the herringbone pattern established under and over the paired 1/1 double-hung sash windows in 
the other eleven bays. These corner bays are also stepped out slightly from the surface of the 
building. The windows in these bays are an also somewhat larger, 1/1 sash. All windows are 
inset within engaged structural piers, forming a dynamic vertical pattern down the sides of each 
principal elevation. The brick is a beige color, manufactured with manganese. In short, the wall 
surfaces of the two street elevations are dynamic and complex. 
 
As with the attic story in Second Renaissance Revival buildings, the sixth floor is the most 
elaborately decorative. Early conceptual renderings include a wrought iron balustrade not used in 
the final construction (Figure 5). This story is stepped back from the overall wall surface and is 
divided from the shaft of the building by a terra cotta belt course with a delicate rosette pattern, 
which itself is supported by a regularly-spaced acanthus moulding and a rowlock course of brick.   
 
Eleven sets of paired windows on the Tulare Street elevation and four sets on Van Ness Avenue 
are round-headed, double-hung sash and are inset within a deeper brick arch topped with a terra 
cotta cartouche. The cartouches along Tulare Street spell out “R-O-W-E-L-L B-L-D-G.” The 
corner bay on each elevation has a single 1/1 sash window set within a pediment. The bracketed 
cornice overhangs the surface walls and is fabricated and painted tin. The coping on the 
entablature includes three-inch-wide x 1½-inch-tall, half-round accents that align with the 
acanthus-decorated modillions. An egg and dart band is located bellow the medallions. 
 
Interior 
As part of the LEED certification project, the interior of the six-story Rowell-Chandler Building 
has been gutted due to the prevalence of lead and asbestos, and no photographs are available. 
The original character of many of the floors, particularly the ground floor space, was previously 
altered to meet changing business needs and models. 
 
The second to sixth stories were originally configured to match the “E” plan of the floor plates, 
thus allowing for natural light and ventilation. A single stairway linked the ground floor to the 
sixth floor and was centered on the exterior wall parallel to Tulare Street. A bank of two 
elevators was located across the corridor from the staircase. Originally, the upper five floors all 
included a corridor that extended the length of the building, with individual offices connecting to 
the corridor through entrance doors topped by an operable transom. Many of these offices had 
small closets with a sink and toilet. 
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Alterations 
In 2002, the exterior of the ground floor was remodeled. In the entrance lobby, a false ceiling 
was added that initially appeared to be historic and was, in fact, newly constructed. Additionally, 
a mezzanine was inserted at this time. The third and fifth floors maintained the original corridor-
office layout; however, the second, fourth and sixth floors were subdivided over time for tenants, 
occupying one-third to one-half of the floor plate. On these floors, the historic corridors were 
reduced to provide access only to the suite entrances. Central heating and ventilation systems 
also incurred changes over time, with the removal of both radiators and door transoms for 
ventilation. As a result of the 2017 rehabilitation, all of the corridors are gone. They were 
removed as a part of the asbestos and lead paint abatement. The corridors had been significantly 
altered over the years to adjust floor plates to different tenants and did not include much in the 
way of historic fabric or character defining features. 
 
Restoration work for the LEED rehabilitation includes cleaning of the exterior brick and 
replacement of the single pane sash windows with double-pane, wood-clad windows in a similar 
style (1/1). In addition, original features of the building's ground floor modified in 2002 or earlier 
will be restored, including replacement of the 2002 brick veneer on the ground floor with brick 
that incorporates manganese to match the original from 1912-1913; removal of the green marble 
tile; a terra cotta belt course, replacing the plaster band added in 2002; storefront windows once 
again recessed to the back of the structural piers, as depicted in the earliest photographs; and 
awnings installed over the Tulare and Van Ness façades. 
 
Integrity 
The Rowell-Chandler Building retains high integrity to its 1913-1956 period of significance. The 
building remains in its original location and has continued to serve the purpose for which it was 
constructed. Other than exterior changes to the ground floor, Rowell-Chandler retains its original 
design of massing, ornamentation, and fenestration patterns. The interior of the building had 
been compromised over time and has been gutted due to lead and asbestos, as part of the LEED 
certification project. The setting for the building has changed somewhat from the early twentieth 
century, although as constructed the building still faces onto Courthouse Park, is adjacent to the 
1917 Liberty Theater, and backs onto an alley, as established with the 1873 railroad grid. Classic 
Revival buildings from the 1910s and early 1920s are located a block away. Materials and 
workmanship for the exterior of this six-story building are extraordinarily high, with all original 
terra cotta ornamentation, brick surface cladding, and tin entablature untouched for the second 
story to the attic (sixth story). The only exception is that the original single-pane wood sash 
windows have been replaced with wood-clad, double-pane sash in a like style (1/1) in order to 
meet higher energy standards required for LEED certification. The window openings were not 
changed. Feeling and Association are evident in this building, which link it to its early twentieth 
century construction. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X
 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE____  
COMMERCE________  
___________________ 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1913-1956___________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A_______________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 N/A________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Foulkes, Edward T.___ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Rowell-Chandler Building is eligible for the National Register at the local level of 
significance under Criterion A in the area of Commerce for the role the building played in 
developing Fresno's early twentieth century business community and under Criterion C in the 
area of Architecture as the work of a master, Edward T. Foulkes, and a superb and unique 
blending of Classical Revival and Second Renaissance Revival styles. It is also significant as 
Fresno's first steel-framed, high-rise business block. The period of significance is 1913 to 1956, 
from construction and dedication through the end of its period of highest occupancy. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Criterion A 
The Rowell-Chandler Building is eligible in the area of Commerce as Fresno’s first high-rise, 
steel-frame business building, constructed at a time when the municipality was transitioning 
from a small agricultural town into a major city.  
 
As a lengthy article in the January 18, 1913 Fresno Morning Republican noted (“Fresno City is 
Valley Metropolis”): 
 

The city of Fresno is the metropolis of the San Joaquin Valley and as such extends its 
trade and influence into almost every town in the seven counties that comprise the main 
portion of the valley… 
 
For many years, Fresno was considered merely as a large country town but in the past 
three or four years it has made great strides forward and is today the marketing place for 
practically all of the valley…when the growth of the city first became noticeable, store 
rooms soon became too small, offices were almost impossible to locate and there 
immediately went up a cry for more room. 
 

These conditions were noticed by one of Fresno’s most notable citizens and civic boosters, 
Chester Rowell, M.D. (1844-1912). Born in New Hampshire and raised in Illinois, he journeyed 
west after Civil War service and gained his professional education at the Cooper Medical 
College (later known as the Stanford University School of Medicine). After a brief San Francisco 
residence, he moved to Fresno in 1874 and became the second physician to reside in the new 
town. Although he practiced there until the end of his life and was well respected in his chosen 
profession, his importance in state and community affairs soon outstripped his career in 
medicine. By founding The Fresno Weekly Republican (later, Fresno Morning Republican) 
newspaper in 1876, Rowell helped create one of the city’s enduring institutions. In 1932, its 
assets were merged into The Fresno Bee, a major American daily that continues to publish. 
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While Rowell’s enterprise and political affiliation was judged as folly by many, as Fresno was a 
Democratic Party stronghold, the newspaper succeeded. Rowell served six sessions in the 
California State Senate (1880, 1881, 1899, 1901, 1903, and 1905). He also served as a University 
of California regent (1891-1912) and finished his public service career as Fresno’s mayor (1909-
1912). After his passing, Fresno’s esteem for the doctor was commemorated by a bronze statue 
in Courthouse Park, which faces toward the intersection where his namesake building is located. 
Created by famed sculptor and onetime Fresno resident Haig Patigian (1876-1950), the memorial 
has watched over the advancing traffic since 1914.5 

 
Chandler (1855-1932), like Rowell, spent his formative years in Illinois and worked well outside 
his chosen careers to help expand and improve Fresno. A native of DeWitt County, Illinois, he 
happened to visit California in 1887 and was immediately impressed by its agricultural potential, 
purchasing property north of Selma. Almost 130 years later, his descendants continue to farm in 
the same area. After expanding his agricultural properties into the Sacramento Valley, he 
subsequently joined the late nineteenth century state petroleum boom, investing in the Home Oil 
Company and becoming the president of the Kern Oil Company. He was also closely affiliated 
with the First National Bank of Fresno and the Farmers’ Bank of Selma. In the latter portion of 
his lengthy career, he moved to Fresno and, interested in the expanding field of aviation, donated 
a large tract of land in 1929 to create Fresno’s first municipal airport, funded through the Works 
Progress Administration. Although now dedicated to small-scale aircraft, Chandler Field remains 
in service.6 

 
While the precise details of how Rowell and Chandler became friends and business partners are 
now lost to history, the reasons are not difficult to fathom. Both were contemporaries, prominent 
in Fresno County business affairs; both were Republicans, and both served in the California State 
Legislature. Chandler represented the Fresno area as a five-term assemblyman (1901, 1905, 
1907, 1911 and 1913), and two-term state senator (1915, 1917). 
 
It was during Chandler’s penultimate tenure in the California State Assembly that he joined 
forces with Rowell to create the Rowell-Chandler Company. Rowell served as president, 
Chandler as vice president, and the initial board of directors also included the doctor’s nephew, 
Milo Rowell (1871-1951); the doctor’s business partner, Warden Taylor Barr, M.D. (1871-
1955); and a well-known Fresno attorney and longtime superior court judge, Milus King Harris 
(1853-1934).7 

 

                         
5 Details of Chester Rowell’s life are abundant in the historical literature pertaining to Fresno. This description has been adapted 
largely from Paul Vandor’s sketch in his History of Fresno County, California (Los Angeles: Historic Record Co., 1919), 612-
613. Details of his service in the California State Legislature are found in the “California Blue Book, 1850-2000,” 
(http://secretary.senate.ca.gov/californiabluebook18502000) 
6 Chandler, like Rowell, is mentioned repeatedly in Fresno’s standard historical resources. The material here has been adapted 
from Lilbourne A. Winchell’s History of Fresno County and the San Joaquin Valley: Narrative and Biographical (Fresno, 
California: A.H. Cawston, 1933) and “Former Senator Chandler Dies 4 Days After Wife,” The Fresno Bee, March 31, 1932. His 
legislative career is dated in the “California Blue Book, 1850-2000” web site as well, op cit. 
7 Chain of Title Report, Rowell-Chandler Building. Compiled by Tim Lewis, September 9, 2016. As with Rowell and Chandler, 
data on the other corporate persons is abundant. 

http://secretary.senate.ca.gov/californiabluebook18502000)
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The company’s purpose was to build the kind of modern business block then desperately needed 
in Fresno. A location for this new building was determined easily. As reported by Winchell: 
 

Dr. Rowell’s home, nearly all his life in Fresno, was in a cottage he had built shortly after 
coming to the city, on the southeast corner of Tulare and K [later, Van Ness] streets. With 
the advance of the business district, he was finally persuaded by friends to erect a 
business block on this corner, and so had to give up his home.8 

 
Details on the Rowell Building’s construction are somewhat scant, and enough information is 
available to establish a basic timeline. Chester Rowell conveyed his property (adjacent lots 30, 
31 and 32 in Block 95, City of Fresno) to the Rowell-Chandler Company on November 24, 
1911.9 On March 3, 1912, The Fresno Morning Republican stated that the steel contract had 
been finalized, the successful excavation bid was to be selected in two days, and, “Plans and 
specifications are being completed by Edward Foulkes.” 
 
Further details were reported in the March 14, 1912 Republican: 
 

The building that has been Dr. Rowell’s home for thirty-seven years has been sold and 
will be moved off the premises, together with other buildings on the property. 
 
Everything is in readiness for work to begin as soon as the site is cleared, for preliminary 
contracts have been let. The contract for the excavation and the concrete restraining walls 
and footings for the steel structure has been awarded to the Worswick [Street Paving] 
Company [of Fresno]… 
 
The steel for the building is already being made in the East and is due here by the time 
the foundation will be ready for it. McClintic, Marshall &amp; Co. of Pittsburg 
[California] was the successful firm, and the contract for erecting went to the J.J. 
Anderson Co. of [Fresno]. Under the terms of the contract the steel frame work of the 
structure is to be erected within twenty days. 
 
These two contracts already let represent in money something over $42,000. It is 
expected to let the rest of the building [interior work] as a whole, and working plans 
being prepared in the San Francisco offices of Edward Foulkes will be ready for 
contractors in a short time. 
 
Under the architect’s estimate, the building can be completed within nine months after 
the beginning of actual construction.10 
 

                         
8 Lilbourne A. Winchell, History of Fresno County and the San Joaquin Valley (Fresno: A.H. Cawston, 1933), 171. 
9 Chain of Title Report, Rowell-Chandler Building. 
10 “Let Contracts for Rowell-Chandler Building,” The Fresno Morning Republican, March 14, 1912. 
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An even fuller account of the building, along with an architectural rendering, appeared in the 
Republican three days later.11 A similarly worded article appeared in the April 14, 1912 Los 
Angeles Times, suggesting that the source text was a publicity release by Rowell-Chandler: 
 

Preliminary work for the construction of the six-story Rowell block on the corner of K 
and Tulare streets, will begin tomorrow or one of the first days of this week, and the 
$225,000 structure will in a few weeks begin to rise from the ground. Higher than any 
other building in the city, and modern in every particular, the building will give Fresno 
the distinction of possessing one of the finest office buildings in the state… 
 
The building will…cover an area of 75 by 150 feet, with 75 feet on K street and 
extending back to the alley on Tulare street…The building will be as fireproof as it is 
possible to make it… 
 
The two front sides of the building will be of very light colored pressed brick, while the 
rear walls will be of re-inforced concrete. The general appearance of the building will be 
of simple design, but with enough decorations and variations in the laying of brick to 
make it very attractive. 
 
The exterior is broken first by a marquise, or sun shelter porch, over the first floor, as is 
to be found on almost every building in Fresno. The builders think this is necessary in 
this climate, and the marquise detracts nothing from the appearance of the building. The 
shelter porch is surmounted with a balcony to which entrance can be gained from the 
second story windows. The marquise is edged with attractive glass drops… 
 
The first floor of the building will be occupied by stores, and the arrangements of the 
floor will depend upon the tenants. It is probable that a large entrance to this floor will be 
made on the corner of K and Tulare streets. The main entrance to the building will be in 
the middle of the building on Tulare street. The upper floors will be offices, one of the 
floors being devoted entirely to doctors, with special conveniences for them. The offices 
will all have double windows. 
 
It is the plans of Dr. Rowell to equip the top floors for club purposes, and it is probable 
that some commercial club will be located here…Dr. Rowell will also furnish a 
[residential] suite of rooms for himself on this floor… 
 
Two air courts will extend from the first floor to the top of the back side of the building, 
giving the building the shape of a monster letter E. Two elevators will transport the 
tenants to their offices. There will be about thirty-five offices on each floor.12 

 
An adjacent article in the March 17, 1912 Republican mentioned that while his new home was 
being readied, Rowell would soon be moving to a house at 1238 O Street which he owned. 
                         
11 “Excavation for Rowell Block to Begin Before End of Week,” The Fresno Morning Republican, March 17, 1912. 
12 “Fine Block for Raisin City,” The Los Angeles Times, April 14, 1912. 
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Sadly, his tenancy was brief, and he was never to occupy the aerie in his namesake building. Ill 
health induced him to make a brief move to Los Angeles, where he passed away on May 23. His 
body was returned to Fresno, where a massive funeral was held three days later. The May 25, 
1912 Los Angeles Times mentioned: 
 

Almost every business house in the city is draped in black…The public schools were 
dismissed at noon out of respect to the doctor’s memory and all city offices are closed 
until Monday. Work on the new six-story Rowell-Chandler building has been stopped 
and the excavation is surrounded by black crepe.13 
 

From this brief description, it is apparent that Rowell’s passing affected Fresno profoundly. It 
also seems to have put a damper on reporting further construction progress and staging a gala 
opening for the new office building. The Republican was editorially silent on all developments 
until May 6, 1913, when it reported: 
 

The formal opening of the department store of Einstein’s, the department store occupying 
the lower floor of the Rowell-Chandler building, was made the occasion for what was 
practically the introduction of this structure to the Fresno public. For the first time the 
building as a whole was outlined to the public at night as well as by day. Every window 
in the structure was aflame, and the awning running the length of both the K and Tulare 
street [sic] frontages was draped with brilliant lighting. The whole conspicuous six stories 
was a bright prophecy of what will, it is hoped soon become common in the business 
section of Fresno. 
 
Einstein’s at once one of the oldest and most modern of business houses of Fresno, being 
a pioneer establishment, moved to K and Tulare from its location for nearly forty years at 
Mariposa and H streets, was crowded for hours with thousands of visitors.14 
 

While the building’s corporate records seem to have disappeared, it is possible to establish a list 
of prominent tenants from the R.L. Polk directories for Fresno, from 1926 (the first year in which 
such listings were given) to 1956. The latter year speaks directly to the building’s period of 
commercial significance. It was then that the building began to experience a high vacancy rate, 
owing to the northward sprawl of Fresno and the consequent desertion of many downtown 
commercial buildings.15  
 
The aforementioned Louis Einstein firm was the most important of the Rowell-Chandler 
Building’s retail tenants. The building gained its greatest commercial renown for housing the 
headquarters of many significant Fresno-area agricultural operations. Among them were 
Chaddock & Company (raisin packers), Fresno Grape Distributors, D.R. Hoak Packing 
Company, Growers Service Company (fruit packers), Selma Packing Company, United Packing 

                         
13 “Funeral of Chester Rowell,” The Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1912. 
14 “Rowell Building is Inspected by Public,” The Fresno Morning Republican, May 6, 1913. 
15 Details were gleaned through a review of the Polk directories for the period stated. Vacancy listings provide eloquent 
testimony to the large-scale abandonment of Fresno’s downtown by various businesses. 
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Company, and the West Coast Growers & Packers. The building was also home to some key 
agricultural trade associations, including the California Fig Institute, California Peach and Fig 
Growers Association, California Raisin Pool, and the Pacific Dried Fruit Products Association. 
 
Of somewhat lesser commercial importance among the tenants were insurance companies 
(Lincoln National Life, Northwest Casualty, Reliance Life of Pittsburgh, Security Life & 
Accident Company, Travelers); real estate businesses (J.M. Euless Company, Exchange Realty 
Company, and San Joaquin Valley Land Company); and transportation concerns (East Asiatic 
Company, Inc., Export Service Company, Pacific Far East Line, Port of Stockton, San Joaquin 
Grower-Shipper Association, Union Pacific [Railroad] System, and the Western Pacific Railway 
Company).  
 
Since the Rowell-Chandler Building also housed some of Fresno’s most prominent accounting, 
architectural, engineering, medical, dental, and legal firms, and several commercial/professional 
organizations, much of Fresno’s mid-twentieth century destiny was developed, discussed, 
argued, and decided within its walls. The building was important to the business and economic 
fabric of Fresno and the San Joaquin Valley, and essential to it as well. 
 
Criterion C 
The Rowell-Chandler Building is eligible in the area of Architecture as an excellent example of 
melded Classical Revival and Second Renaissance Revival architectural styles. Although the 
overall composition is tripartite (base/shaft/capital) as employed in both stylistic languages, the 
top or attic story is designed with the more florid ornamentation of the earlier Second 
Renaissance Revival. The building was constructed at a time when Fresno's Victorian downtown 
was giving way to the urban, more pared-down classicism of the early twentieth century. The 
Rowell-Chandler Building is the only extant building in Fresno that gives a nod to this earlier 
nineteenth century architectural style.16 The pattern language of the principal elevations is 
remarkably complex and superbly achieved. Significantly and as noted before, the building is the 
first steel-frame, commercial high-rise building constructed in Fresno. 
 
It is also significant as the work of a master, Edward T. Foulkes (1874-1967).17 Foulkes was 
born in Monmouth, Oregon, on August 14, 1874. He studied architecture at Stanford and 
ultimately graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1898. He apprenticed 
under Clarence Blackall in Boston and in 1904 moved to New York to work, first for Cass 
Gilbert and later for the prestigious firm of Carrere and Hastings. Foulkes’s understanding of 
classicism was further strengthened when he won a Rotch Scholarship and studied at the Ecole 
des Beaux-Arts in Paris. 
 
An early Foulkes project of enduring note was the Pittock Mansion (1909-1914), designed for a 
newspaper publisher in Portland, Oregon, and perched on a bluff overlooking the city. 
Combining Victorian and French Renaissance elements, the imposing Mansion has long been a 
                         
16 See note 1, supra. 
17 Foulkes’s most complete biography to date appears in John Edward Powell, “Edward T. Foulkes: His Architecture, His Clients 
and the Origins of the Beaux-Arts Tradition in Fresno, California,” Fresno Past and Present 25:1 (Spring 1983). 
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municipal landmark, was eventually purchased by the City of Portland, and was listed on the 
National Register in 1974.18 It is one of the acknowledged architectural jewels of a major 
American city. 
 
In 1910, Foulkes opened a branch office in Fresno after winning the competition to design the 
Hotel Fresno. While the hotel exemplifies a fairly refined classic revival style on the exterior, the 
caravansary interior emulated the Palace Hotel in San Francisco. While in Fresno, Foulkes also 
designed several homes for local civic and business leaders, including the National Register-
listed H.H. Brix Home (1911). He received several large commissions for the 1915 Panama- 
Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco, including the Oregon State Pavilion—an 
intriguing replica of the Parthenon, with redwood sections for pillars—and the Inside Inn 
hostelry. His best-known Bay Area work is the Oakland Tribune Building (1922), a familiar 
landmark for almost a century, and now in the National Register as a portion of the downtown 
district. After a lengthy and illustrious career, he passed away in Oakland with a secure 
reputation as a major American regional architect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
18 “Pittock Mansion,” City of Portland, Parks and Recreation, retrieved March 13, 2017, at 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/55487.  

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/55487
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
_X___ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: __City of Fresno___________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property _less than one acre________ 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 36.734684  Longitude: -119.788636 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The Rowell-Chandler Building is located on lots 30, 31 and 32 (Block 95), City of Fresno, 
APN 468-251-10. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The boundaries coincide with the legal parcel historically associated with the resource. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources. Key all photographs to this map. 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
Name of Property: Rowell-Chandler Building 
City or Vicinity: Fresno 
County: Fresno 
State: California 
Photographer: Keith Seaman 
Date Photographed: November 2016 
Location of Original Digital Files: 3713 N Van Ness Blvd, Fresno, CA 93704 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 11 Southwest façade, camera facing northeast 
 
2 of 11 Southwest façade, camera facing northeast (detail) 
 
3 of 11 Northwest façade (left) and southwest façade (right), camera facing east 
 
4 of 11 Southwest façade, camera facing east 
 
5 of 11 Cornice and window detail, northwest façade (left) and southwest façade (right), 

camera facing east 
 
6 of 11 Cornice and pediment detail, northwest façade (left) and southwest façade (right), 

camera facing east 
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7 of 11 Cornice detail, northwest façade (left) and southwest façade (right), camera facing 
east 

 
8 of 11 Northeast façade (left) and northwest façade (right), camera facing south 
 
9 of 11 Northwest façade, camera facing south 
 
10 of 11 Northwest façade entrance, camera facing southeast 
 
11 of 11 Southwest façade entrance, camera facing northeast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended 
(16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. 
of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Location Map 
 
Latitude: 36.734684  Longitude: -119.788636 
 

 

 

Rowell Building 
2100 Tulare Street 
Fresno, CA 93721 
APN: 468-251-10 
0.26 Acres 
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Sketch Map/Photo Key 
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Figure 1. Chester A. Rowell (1844-1912). From Lilbourne A. Winchell, History of Fresno 
County and the San Joaquin Valley: Narrative and Biographical. Fresno, California: 
A.H. Cawston, 1933. 

 

 
 
Figure 2. Wilber F. Chandler (1855-1931). From Lilbourne A. Winchell, History of Fresno 

County and the San Joaquin Valley: Narrative and Biographical. Fresno, California: 
A.H. Cawston, 1933. 
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Figure 3. Edward T. Foulkes, at right (1874-1967). From The Oakland Tribune, January 25, 
1942. Accompanying caption reads: “Solid and as lasting as the Tribune Tower is the 
profession of architecture, according to the counsel given to Tribune Newspaperboy 
Grant Gagnon, 14, by the man who planned and designed the newspaper building and 
Oakland landmark—Architect Edward T. Foulkes. Over scale models and sketches of 
other business and residence buildings executed by the architect, Grant told of his 
ambition to be a part of the profession.” 
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Figure 4. Sole surviving probable fragment of Foulkes’s Rowell-Chandler Building plans, 
fourth floor. Though undated, this image is dateable to sometime before 1918, when 
K Street (noted at the right edge) had its name changed to Van Ness Avenue. The 
lettering elegance suggests that this specimen came from Foulkes’s workshop. From 
Building Record. Rowell-Chandler Building. Fresno, California, 1912-1957. 
Development and Resource Management Department, City of Fresno. 

 
At least two other Rowell-Chandler Building plan sets were known to exist—one 
with the Rowell family, another with a Fresno-area contractor, Robert Larsen. A 
family representative states the former was lost, and the latter was lost during an 
accidental conflagration that destroyed Larsen’s extensive files on the built 
environment of Fresno. Information adapted from personal knowledge of William B. 
Secrest, Jr., and John Edward Powell, Architectural Historian, Bakersfield, California. 
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Figure 5. Rendering of the Rowell-Chandler Building as contemplated originally, with the 
sixth-floor balustrade omitted from the final design. From The Fresno Morning 
Republican, March 17, 1912. 

 

 
 
Figure 6. Detail of decorative terra cotta band used in the Rowell-Chandler Building. From Job 

1031 file, Rowell Bldg., Gladding, McBean Archives, California State Library. 
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Figure 7. Rowell-Chandler Building under construction. From The Fresno Morning 
Republican, January 18, 1913. 
 

 
 
Figure 8. Rowell-Chandler Building postcard, photographer unknown, looking south from 

intersection of Tulare and Van Ness streets, circa 1930. Courtesy Heritage Center, 
Fresno County Public Library. 
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Figure 9. Rowell-Chandler building, view looking east from intersection of Tulare and Van 
Ness streets, sometime in the 1970s. From Building Record, Rowell-Chandler 
Building. Fresno, California, 1912-1957. Courtesy Development and Resource 
Management Department, City of Fresno. 
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